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the decree of access to o>ur flics given 
Force of the Cfflco of Professional 
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the oepartiak-nt Task 

responsibility (> l l ) vUich la assigned to rsvlsv our j^ast 
investigations relating to Martin Luther Klny* J?* ( (jY 

SYNOPSIS : Correspondence from the Department indicates that 

the currant review of our King Investigations by the OPF. Task 
Force la a continuation of the "partial review" recently con- 
cluded by the Civil Lights Division of the Department under 
the direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley 
lottlngci. Therefore, In absence of any information to the 
contrary received from the Department to date, personnel con- 
ducting the OiR review will have the same access to our files 
^xhf t was afforded the Pottin&cr review group. Under instruc- 
ona from the Attorney General the Pottlnger group was allowed 
to rsvlsv rav files pertaining to Ring, his femily, relatives, 
g frlancs, associates and tire Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (S CLC) as veil as files relating to COIbTLLPRO 
ctlons, electronic surveillance, all Intelligence files and 
— ^-our con>-1«te file on investigation of the assassination of 
3 Kin* 
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Informant files vlll not 

be aade available for review^ Tt?*i«*buld be noted that current ^ 
review J>y the OPR Task Force vill Include cover ptges of 0^" 

communitetions containing identities of some IXireeu confldcn 
tial sources and informants vho were not afforded symbol - 

numbers at the t thg o and individuals vho expressed or implied ,v^ 
confidentiality. Is reviev connvnced 5/10/76 in Roots 4171 
of the JLH bulT31ng fchth Q* .our .file? pertaining to 
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Menorandua to Hr. T. V. Leavitt 
kaj Her tin Luther King, Jr. 

HjCCtf-PIL^JA'noN: for information. 
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DLIATlJ i Tb« Attorney General has Inatructed the Office 
cf Yrofesslonal responsibility (Off.) ©f the Deportment 
to conduct a rev lev of our peat investigations relating 
to Kart In Luther tint, >h* By letter dated 5/10/76, 

Hi c heal t. Shahctn, Counsel of the 0PI-, defined the areata 
of concarn in tlx reviev vhich vi 11 include perusal of 
all King ral»ted record a in the Department, at FBIHQ and 
in bureau field offices. The reviev Bust be completed 
"forthwith*' and la to answer the following four <juestiona: 
(1) Was the Fill's investigation of King's assassination 
thorough and honest T (2) Is there any evidence the FBI 
: aras involved in the assaaalnatloQ? (3) Is there say nev 
evidence which has cone to the attention of the Department 
concerning the assassination? (4) Does the relationship 
between £ha Dureau and King call for criminal prosecutions, 
disciplinary proceeding* or other appropriate actioa7^J\ 
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ItoMriDduii to Hr, T* W» L*»vltt 
- Rs i Hart la Luther King, Jr. 
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DETAlU COHTIKUKP x 

<• Attached to the above Motioned letter was a o°P7 
of a letter to Bbaheen from the Attorney General dated 4/26/76, 
outlining the previous review of the King Mtter by 
Rigbte Division and the baale on which tbs Attorney 
deolded to order a laore oomplete review. In this letter tns 
Attorney General indicated that the OPR review la a oontinuatlon 
of the "partial review" oompleted by the Civil Rigbte Division 
under direction of Aealetant Attorney General <1* Stanley 
Pottinger, (_j) 

Blnoe oorreepondenoe to date froe the OPR bae 
dealt speoif ionlly with file aooeee by the OPR Taek *oroe, At 
la oonoi tided that personnel oonduoting the OPR N view »*1* 
have tl* kM"* aoooee io our files thet we* (Wtborieed at the 
outset ul He Pottinger review. Q) 

lit# material/f llee deeired by the Civil Rights 
Divialon in ite review were eet forth in a letter from 
Pottinger to the Director dated 12/4/78. In this letter 
Pottinger Indicated the Attorney General had instructed hie 
Division to review all actions taken by the FBI against King. 
Requested were all aaterlals concerning King that were pro- 
vided to t lie Senate and House Select Committees on Intelligence ; 
all ColNTthPRO proposals, actions and results of actions! all 
requests, approvals and results. Including tapes, transcripts 
and logs of electronic surveillances! all intelligence file*! 
and our oomplete file on the investigation of the assassination 
of King. This letter further stated that the Civil Rights 
Divialon was Interested "in reviewing every single item In 
your files which relates in any way to Dr. King, his family, 
friends, associates or 8CLC." It As further noted that the 
Attorney General (letter dated 12/12/75) authorised Pottinger 
fr.on.1 to«.p,..tra.»crlpt. oth.r £ ^ 
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sensitive information concerning King and bis case file, 
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alli.it Ilia Am/? “° t# ? that the above outlined access will 
•J1''J ll,# review all raw tiles in our investigation 

»ba*I« , ianll!i ,! i Ud ? d * 111 *** Oov * r **»£•■ of documents containing 
. . of som oorvf ldential sources and potential 

lionet**! °?f oono * al » d *>T «y»>bol numbed according 

ide nt 1 t^aa * v Cov * r P a & ea also contain ^ 

J: "i*ii *" of ind ^iduala wbo have furnished information to 
u " oil ail eiipressed or implied basis of confidentiality This 
review commenced B/10/76, in Room 4171 of the JEH BulldlS 
under t lie direction of Task Foroe leader Fred G. Folsom °*The 
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